
BLOOMINGTON HIGH SCHOOL 
MARCHING RAIDERS 

COLOR GUARD! 
 

Thank you for your interest in joining the BHS Color Guard!  The guard is an elite group 

of performers that add color, motion and pageantry to the performances of the Marching 

Raiders.  This addition of dance, flags, poles and other equipment bring the music to life, 

creating a “general effect” or “visual theme” to the band on the field.  In front of every 

great band is a great color guard!   

 

The BHS Color Guard members are very valuable members of the BHS Marching 

Raiders, and perform with the marching band at every performance; including parades, 

home football games, and several marching band competitions around the state.  By the 

end of a single season of marching band, we will have performed in front of more than 

50,000 people!   
 

**Color Guard is graded as a class, and replaces P.E. for the entire fall semester!** 

 

Here’s what we look for in our performers: 
1. Positive attitude 

2. Strong work ethic, desire to improve daily 

3. Excellent rhythm and coordination 

4. Reliability 

 

Each of these four items is extremely important.  In the category of “reliability,” we do 

have a number of expectations that must be met to be a positive, contributing member of 

the BHS Band Program: 

 

• Band Camp!  May 31-June 2, July 24-August 3 (at BHS) 

o We have two rehearsal camps during the summer in which we learn our 

entire field show and all of the flag routines.  These camps are mandatory.  

If you were to miss any of these dates, you would fall so far behind that 

we could not catch you up to the rest of the group.   

• Rehearsals! 

o The band rehearses outside of school two nights a week, and rehearsals are 

mandatory.  These evening rehearsals are the only time the band can meet 

as a full ensemble during the week to prepare for our performances and 

competitions.  We meet on Monday and Thursday nights, from 6pm to 

8:30pm.  The color guard also has sectional rehearsals on Tuesdays from 

2:30pm to 4:30pm.  Conflicts with other activities can often be worked out 

with communication with the directors well in advance of the conflict 

date.  Sports, dance, cheer—no problem! 

 



• Performance! 

o Every performance of the BHS Band is required of all performers.  Count 

on parades (Labor Day, etc.), home football games on Friday nights (4-5), 

and band competitions on Saturdays (3-4).  Our season runs from August 

to the end of October.  Official dates will be set before the first band 

camp.  Excused absences would include medical emergencies, religious 

obligations, weddings in the immediate family, and others at the discretion 

of the directors.   

 

• Finances 

o There are some fees associated with the operation of this large band 

program.  We can assist in the case of financial need, but we ask that 

students cover these fees to the best of their ability: 

▪ $150 Band fee (can be waived by the principal’s office by request) 

▪ $15 Official Band Polo Shirt 

▪ $35 Color Guard Shoes 

▪ ($200 Total) 

o Travel 

▪ Every two years the band takes a major trip.  The Marching 

Raiders’ trips have included Disney World, San Antonio, New 

York City, and many more.  These trips are optional, as students 

must cover the cost for their own trip.  Trips usually cost between 

$1500 and $1800 and last 6-8 days.  We have MANY fundraising 

opportunities to help you cover the cost of the trip.  More 

information about travel will be made available after auditions. 

 

For more information on anything listed above,  

please contact Mr. Chernick at 828-5201, ex.6319, or chernickm@District87.org 

 

Our audition clinics will be held: 
 

May 8 and 9: 6pm-9:00pm 

May 10:  6pm—Final Audition  

 
 All clinics and audition held in the BHS Band Room.  

Please wear comfortable clothes and sneakers. 
 

**You must attend the clinics AND the audition.  These clinics are designed to help 

you develop your skills and allow the staff to track your growth from one day to the 

next—the more you attend, the better your skills will be.  Conflicts with school-related 

events should be identified to the directors/coaches.  We can work around whatever 

conflicts you have!**   

 

 

GOOD LUCK, AND GO RAIDERS! 


